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the beach not more then 20 yards away from us. 

I have seen a fight between a bald eagle and an osprey.  I was con-

ducting a forward stroke clinic at James Island County Park when 

the fight broke out.  We all stopped what we were doing and 

watched in amazement.  The eagle was looking for dinner and soar-

ing over the pond when the osprey started dive bombing the eagle.  

The eagle would flip upside down and show his talons to the os-

prey.  Eventually, the eagle got tired and perched in the tree.  Once 

the osprey was gone the eagle came back, caught his fish, and left 

the scene. 

I have surfed with dolphins on many occasions.  I have seen several 

dolphins breach.  I have had dolphins thump a friendõs kayak.  It 

doesnõt matter how many encounters I have had with dolphins I 

will never take them for granted. 

I have experienced frolicking manatees.  I was on a park trip pad-

dling out of Shem Creek when we came across 3 manatees playing 

around with each other.  We had about a dozen kayaks on the trip 

and the manatees would take turns surfacing next to our kayaks.  

One manatee tried to surface where one of our participantõs kayak 

was and almost flipped the paddler over.  We probably spent about 

30 minutes with the manatees.  It was awesome. 

How about sharing some of yours. 
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Mine Eyes have seen the Glory  
As kayakers we are connected to nature in a special way.  We have 

the privilege of seeing things that few 

others get to see.  In the last 7 years 

of kayaking I have seen and experi-

enced some of the most amazing 

things.  Until I started kayaking I 

never even thought about what was 

out there that I was missing.  I am 

sure everybody has their list of experi-

ences in nature they can share.  Here 

are some of mine. 

I had a 4 foot carp jump out of the water behind me in the Tail 

Race Canal.  All I heard was a loud splash when I looked to see 

what made the noise  I saw was a large area of disturbance in the 

water.  I thought a fellow kayaker and his kayak had sunk until the 

carp jumped out again and I got to see it this time. 

I had a foot long eel jump in my lap.  I was surfing out near the 

Morris Island Lighthouse when a wave went by me and deposited 

the eel in my lap.  I screamed; the eel screamed(well, not really); 

then another wave passed and took the eel away. 

I have seen a huge manna ray jump out of the water.  I was doing 

a circumnavigation of IOP when it jumped out right in front of 

my bow.  Rick Seidman saw it too and said it was so large it 

looked like a whaleõs tail.  Which was exactly what it looked like. 

I have seen dolphins strand feeding.  We were taking a break on 

the back side of the Folly Beach County Park after paddling down 

the Folly River when the dolphins started launching themselves on 
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Helon  

Upcoming Events 

Club Paddle - January 14th -  Bulow Landing to Rice Fields 

   January 28th -  Lake Moultrie Fish Hatchery 

Oyster Roast - February 4th 

Camping Trip Feb 15th - 20th - Chassahowitzka River Camground 
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LOWCOUNTRY PADDLERS  

We are a socially and economi-

cally diverse organization with 

one common linkéa love of 

paddling. Whether kayak or 

canoe, expert or beginner, we all 

enjoy the camaraderie and the 

beauty of South Carolina's 

waterways. 

Our meetings are held on the 

third Monday of each month 

(except December), with club 

paddles scheduled throughout 

the year. Please join us and 

share in the fun!  

Lowcountry Paddlers meet at: 
Providence Baptist Church 
294 Seven Farms Drive 

Daniel Island 

 

Join us at our next 

meeting  

January 16th at 7 p.m.  

LCP Club Officers  
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This monthôs cover photo courtesy of Michael Condonôs Horseshoe Creek Club Paddle 

 MEMBER PHOTOS FROM DECEMBER  

One of the 

many  

unusual 

presents 

received 

at the 

Christmas 

Party 

Photo by 

Randy Smith 

 

Goats, we 

got goats. 
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Michael 

Condon 

Participants in the Christmas Parade of Boats by Andy Anderson 


